
 

AUTHOR Q & A 

 

What inspired you to write The Caselli Family Series? 

I was going through a really tough time in my personal life and I needed the escape. So I 

created this really sweet, loving Italian family who would do anything for one another. They 

love to do all the same things I love to do: cook, visit, have exciting adventures. 

When did you start this project? 

I started The Caselli Family Series in March of 1996. 

Have you worked on the series the entire time? 

Yes. My neighbor had given me an old word processor with a daisy-wheel printer and the story 

popped out of me in about a 3 week period. It was 800-900 pages! I got a copyright under the 

title, My Name is Noah, in 1998. A couple of years later, I re-wrote the entire series under a new 

title, The Most Excellent Way, and obtained another copyright. Shortly after that, I started to 

rewrite it again, but this time I broke the large volume down into 5 smaller segments to make a 

series. 

I did explore getting it published in the traditional way (going to conferences and submitting my 

work to various publishing houses, I even had an agent) and received many rejections. It wasn’t 

until 2010 that my husband suggested we publish independently. So we started our own 

publishing company (Reata Publishing). One of my friends agreed to do some editing and our 

kids took some photographs and put together covers. 

What made you decide to republish the series? 

The first time we released it was a hit, but only very local. We had always wanted a bigger 

audience for the Casellis, and I thought we could do a better job. However, personal 

circumstances put the project on hold. Then, early this year, my daughter designed some new, 

updated covers, as well as a brand, and I found a cracker-jack editor to help me tighten up the 

manuscripts. And we established a marketing plan that will having me speaking to ladies’ 

groups within the church. 

What makes the stories unique to what is out there already? 

I haven’t seen any Italian-American Christian romances that take place in South Dakota. 

Why did you choose Italian-Americans and South Dakota? 

I had always heard that if you’re going to write, you should write what you know. I have always 

been enamored with Italian people and the intense history of that country, so I read a great deal 

about it. I finally traveled there on my 25
th

 wedding anniversary. It’s a beautiful place, second 

only to the Black Hills of South Dakota. And I was born and raised in South Dakota. To me, 

that’s the greatest place on the planet. The prairies, the hills and the rich heritage of the pioneers 

just can’t be beat.  

Though it’s fiction, do you think your books shed new light on some common issues? 

Yes. I think especially as regards abortion, courting and divorce within the church. One of my 

reviewers noted that the series brought out numerous theological questions on how far is too far 

when it comes to lust, love and then forgiveness. And I think a lot of people will be able to 

relate to the situations that are set up between the characters. We’ve all had a first love, we’ve 

all made mistakes, and we’ve all had to ask for forgiveness. 

 

 


